
 

Once upon a time… which character was good? Which character was bad? Do 
you have a favourite fairy tale? What better way to 
inspire imagination than to invite the children to enjoy 
the magic of enchanted stories?  
 
In the Once Upon a Time project, your child will be 
introduced to the wonderful world of stories and will 
develop a love for them. They will listen to a range of 
traditional tales and have the chance to act out the 
stories in their play. They will also listen to alternative 
contemporary stories to see different viewpoints from 
the characters and will explore the structure of how 
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stories are written. As the project develops, the children will also have the 
opportunity to make up their own stories and make masks, props and puppets 
to act out their stories. 
 
Our living room resembles an enchanted 

garden with flowers hanging from the 

ceiling, surreal multi-coloured drapes and a 

castle fit for fairy-tale royalty; all guarded by 

a knight in shining armour. This 

enchantment spills into the classrooms with 

a magical tree growing in Bats 1, a magical 

beanstalk bursting through the Bats 2 room 

and a dreamlike forest budding in the 

sensory area in The Den. The children will love exploring the story inspired 

environment and the irresistible invitation to re-enact their favourite tales in 

the role play areas. In the tuff trays, small world story figures and sensory 

resources such as ‘fairy dust flour’, magical potion mixing, golden beans, 

coloured ostrich feathers and light-up lotus flowers in a wishing pond, will 

entice the children into a world of magic. 

The project will be introduced with a performance 

of ‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’ delivered to 

your child by the teachers and teaching assistants 

in the Resource Base. In laughing with and booing 

at the characters in the production, the children 

will enjoy the experience of visiting a pantomime, 

and all that comes with it, from the comfort of 

their very own classroom!  

The core texts across the whole Resource Base will be 

Ladybird’s versions of Goldilocks and the Three Bears and 

The Three Little Pigs alongside The Three Little Wolves by 

Eugene Trivizas. Some children will also focus on 

Ladybird’s version of Jack and The Beanstalk whilst others 

will focus on Ladybird’s version of The Gingerbread Man. 

The stories will be brought to life using props and puppets 

and also allow for a wonderful opportunity to introduce 

and immerse the children in different sensory stimulus that 

support each tale. 



The children will be exposed to project related vocabulary 

including nouns such as castle, king, queen, prince, 

princess, wolf, bear, woodland, forest, troll, witch, bean 

stalk, harp and giant. Verbs will include growing, planting, 

eating, sleeping, smelling, tasting, climbing and running.  

The children will also explore adjectives to enhance their 

descriptions including lumpy, empty, quickly, soft, hard, 

tasty, magic and golden.  

Supporting your child at home. At home you could support your child with 
this project by: 

 Read traditional stories and fairy tales to your child at home. 
 When and if the current situation allows; visit your local library and 

choose picture books to share. 
 Talk about the characters in stories and whether they like or dislike 

them. 
 Talk about how the characters in stories behave and what they could do 

differently. 

Throughout the project, through Class Dojo, we’ll do our best to regularly 
upload photographs and videos of your child’s fairy-tale experience of the 
Once Upon a Time project.  


